
Nonprofi t South Philly art gallery Da 
Vinci Art Alliance brings a touch of 
morbid reality to the New Year with 

Mannequin, featuring the work of 30 local pho-
tographers and their interpretations on the idea 
of the mannequin and its role as a fashion cen-
terpiece. 

Curator Laura Stock came up with the idea 
behind the exhibit almost by accident. Pho-
tographing mannequins as a part of her daily 
commute home, friends began suggesting she 
put together a show after seeing her images on 
social media. “After I started posting images on 
social media, my friends and fellow photogra-
phers started to share their own mannequin im-
ages,” she says. “It also inspired other artists to 
begin shooting mannequins as well.” Gathering 
other local artists (all of the photographers fea-
tured in the exhibit live in Philadelphia or the 
surrounding area), Stock followed her inspiring 
idle hobby all the way to curating her fi rst ever 
show. 

Stock wants to use Mannequin to capture the 
diverse nature of the inanimate sales worker as 

it relates to class and society. “As this project has 
unfolded, I’ve come to observe and photograph 
mannequins of several di� erent confi gurations, 
located in windows and within merchandizing 
displays,” she says. “These models can vary de-
mographically by neighborhood—even though 
the stores could be selling essentially the same 
product, each has a unique style and ambience 
which is refl ected in their mannequins. The 
more expensive the clothing, the more rich-
looking the mannequin seems.”

Over its 84-year existence, the Da Vinci Art 
Alliance has become known for its communal 
approach to art, often acting as a renting space 
for exhibitions like this one, or housing lecture 
and events in an attempt to bridge the gap be-
tween the art world and the general public. The 
Mannequin exhibit runs through Jan. 31 with 
an opening reception tonight from 6-9pm. 
—FRANCES ELLISON 

Mannequin: Through Jan. 31. Da Vinci Art Alli-
ance, 704 Catherine St. davinciartalliance.org
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EXHIBIT

Mannequin

THE
BELL
CURVE

We loved it. We missed it. 
We wanted the Bell Curve back. 

+1 Mayor Jim Kenney’s 
inauguration involved Jerry 
Blavat and Philadelphia sports 
mascots the Phillie Phanatic, 
Temple’s Stella the Owl, the 
Eagles’ Swoop and Nova’s Will 
D. Cat. The “Geator with the 
Heater” led a mass mascot dance 
party. No, it wasn’t surreal, what 
makes you think that?

-2 The Mummer’s Pa-
rade marched down Broad 
Street. In an attempt at being 
more inclusive, white mum-
mers painted themselves 
in brown face while others 
mocked Caitlyn Jenner. Per-
haps taking a nod from Donald 
Trump’s playbook isn’t the best 
kind of sensitivity training. 

+2 Just past the start of the 

new year, outgoing Mayor 
Nu� er took to the stage at 
University of the Arts one last 
time in an o�  cial capacity to 
grace the city with his some-
what sti� , somewhat awesome 
version of Rapper’s Delight, 
with a surprise appearance 
by the Sugarhill Gang them-
selves. Aww. Whenever this 
song comes on our Spotify Old 
School hip hop playlist, we’ll 
always think of you, Michael. 

-2 Bill Cosby was arraigned 
in Elkins Park in an ugly car-
digan sweater. National media 
converged on the ‘burbs as the 
Philadelphia comedian was 
charged with aggravated in-
decent assault stemming from 
a 2004 complaint. Kanye West 
dropped a diss rap on him and 
the internet pulled a suicide 
hoax. It was a bad week to be 
The Cos’. 

This week’s total: -1
This year so far: -1 

Ed Snyder


