
Brothers.” Working at the men’s retailer, 
Jefferson says, gave him enough of an 
insider look at how the men’s fashion 
industry worked in Philadelphia. It also 
gave him a deeper understanding of the 
retail and sales aspect of the business.

Following his time at Brooks Broth-
ers, he was ready to dip his feet back into 
the current of the industry. Now a father 
however, Jefferson knew he was going 
to need a stable income in order to real-
ize his dreams and provide for his family. 
Luckily, Jefferson had banking experi-
ence, and near-infinite energy. Follow-
ing teller positions at Citizens Bank and 
PNC, Jefferson began working part time 
at TD Bank. It may seem almost impossi-
ble to juggle a full career while also build-
ing a company, but his key to success, he 
says, is time management. Working five 
or six days a week at the bank, he maxi-
mizes his time by devoting his off days 
to increasing his brand. “Those two to 
three days, I can say ‘hey look, I worked 
six days for it, I can relax,’ when in fact, 
this is more time for me to build my busi-
ness,” he says. “And in those two days, I 
can possibly make more than I will make 
in two weeks at work. So the ratio is work, 
work, when you get time build, build, 
build, work, build, build, build. By the 
time you build enough, then you don’t 
have to work anymore.”

These days you’ll find Jefferson 
spending his free time visiting offices 
around Center City, providing custom, 
one-on-one sales experiences to busy 
professionals. In 2013, he finally debuted 
Drapeworth, and this past November he 
launched Drapeworth.com, although he 
still primarily relies on in-person sales. 
His line has been featured on local news, 
and Drapeworth’s Instagram page has 
quickly begun to gain traction. The web-
site primarily features the launch collec-
tion, but new ties are added weekly. The 
ties themselves have a very personal ele-
ment to them, as he explains: 

“Each tie in the Launch Collection is 
named after people, places and moments 
that have inspired or motivated me up 
until the birth of Drapeworth.com. ‘2408’ 
is the name of a tie in the collection. That 
is the address number where I grew up 
in North Philadelphia. The front of the 
house was painted bright blue with the 
windows outlined in yellow, so that tie is 
the same bright blue with yellow stripes.” 

Jefferson still isn’t quite finished 
building yet; he plans to expand the 
line, eventually introducing new ties, 
handkerchiefs, cufflinks and women’s 
scarves. He’s excited for opportunities 
to come, like this summer’s Democratic 
National Convention. Even when asked 
about what Philadelphia celeb he’d most 
like to see in his designer neckwear, he 
aims big. “It would probably be the most 
popular person right now I guess. Will 
Smith.” —FRANCIS ELLISON

Jazz music is a rich, creative and refined art from that’s 
a result of cultural innovation and fortitude. It’s a mu-
sical heritage that represents life experience and hu-

man emotion. Through longevity and originality, it’s docu-
mented the journey of a people. Jazz may not precisely be an 
African-American genre of music, but it’s been profoundly 
impacted by the African-American people. This is evident in 
Philadelphia, as the Jazz scene has been a staple in the city’s 
musical community for some time. There are two individu-
als who have kept Jazz alive and kicking today in an intrigu-
ing way. 

Brothers Robert and Benjamin Bynum are jazz enthusiasts, 
and restaurateurs, who’ve been essential in the Philly Jazz 
landscape. They’ve coupled cuisine with melody and created 
a number of jazz spots that are also restaurants. Spots like the 
Paris Bistro, Zanzibar Blue, and Warm Daddy’s are establish-
ments originating from the dynamic duo, which are some of 
the most prominent jazz locales the city has to offer. The By-
num Brothers aren’t stopping there. They’ve brought a new 
venue to North Broad Street, hoping to expand the street’s arts 
landscape to north of City Hall, which will once again com-
bine what they always do best: food and jazz. 

Robert Bynum has been very excited to bring SOUTH to 
Philadelphia. “South is a contemporary southern restaurant 
trying to feature the ingredients of the South prepared in a 
more upscale contemporary fashion, as well as a full fledged 
jazz-club.” Considering the origins of Jazz in the southern 
city of New Orleans, this is particularly special. The Bynums’ 
venue showcase six performances a week. Prospective per-
formers, local or non-local, should be happy to know that the 
brothers cater to both crowds. “We are scheduled right now, 

our focus is on our local acts on the weekends and our na-
tional acts during the week,” says Bynum. “Wednesdays and 
Thursdays we’ll do national acts and then on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday we’ll do local acts.” 

Philly is known for its vast number of Jazz artists. It’s never 
lacking in that area. But an unfortunate irony is present with-
in the Philly Jazz scene, as there aren’t many jazz spots in the 
city, currently, but there are plenty of jazz artists. Bynum be-
lieves there are positives and negatives to this contradiction. 
“It’s a challenge, a paradox for the artist; from the business 
side of things it’s a great opportunity for us to showcase many 
artists. It’s unfortunate that there aren’t more venues, and we 
certainly have the mind-set that the more venues there are 
the better opportunities for everybody, both the performers as 
well as the owners of the clubs.” 

It’s been tough times recently for Jazz in the City of Broth-
erly Love. Not only is there lack of clubs, but also an overall 
lack of vitality for the passionate genre. This is especially sig-
nificant due to the fact that Philadelphia was once a breeding 
ground for Jazz in the past. Bynum hopes to rectify that. “We 
certainly hope we can contribute to a resurrection of sorts, of 
that jazz feel. Obviously Philadelphia, a number of years ago, 
was a hotbed for jazz music... Our mission, part of our goal is 
to really help with the resurgence of that.”  

The Bynums are hoping to fix all of this and SOUTH is just 
another part of the remedy. Bynum emphasizes that their pas-
sion keeps them going. “We really love the music and we love 
presenting the music, and it’s just a great feel when you get to 
see the joy in the audience’s eyes after a great performance. 
So that’s what motivates us, that’s what keeps us moving for-
ward.” —ROB WELLS

SOUTH brings Jazz North


