
Brothers Dawud Anyabwile (formerly David Sims) and 
Guy A. Sims grew up in Mt. Airy, where Sims says his 
parents encouraged the pair to work on their creativ-

ity together. “Dawud would draw his comic books, and I was 
always writing poems, plays, and short stories. Our coming 
together to create the comic book series, Brotherman: Dicta-
tor of Discipline in 1990 was a natural extension of how we 
worked together.” Sims says that his brother Dawud credits 
most of his art education to his Central High school art teach-
er who gave him a strong foundation.. As a student at Ger-
mantown High, Sims says he worked on his craft of writing 
through the school newspaper, theater, and other artistic out-
lets. “There were always opportunities to write fiction, poetry, 
and perform original plays at Germantown.” 

The brothers first collaboration on a graphic novel, Mon-
ster, was released by HarperCollins in October 2015, a black-
and-white graphic novel adaptation of Walter Dean Myers’s 
Michael L. Printz Award winner and New York Times best-
seller. 

During their second venture, the graphic novel, Revela-
tion, Brotherman was born. The first, in a three-part story, it 
introduced audiences to protagonist, Antonio Valor (aka Bro-
therman). “We started this project several years ago, but other 
projects in our lives took priority. Approximately two years 
ago we committed to finishing the project and secured the 
talents of master colorist Brian McGee,” explains Sims. “With 
the script complete, we finished the project at the end of 2015 
and premiered it at two events this January: the Black Comic 
Festival, held at the Schomburg Museum in New York and the 
2nd Annual Black Comics Arts Festival, sponsored by the San 
Francisco Public Library.”

Outside of their collaborations, Anyabwile has worked at 
productions studios in NYC, Hollywood, and Atlanta, serv-
ing as character/background and production artist on shows 
such as The Wild Thornberry’s, The Rugrats, Daria and Level 
Up and has been nominated for a Will Eisner Award.

Sims wasn’t left out on accolades however, as a student 
at Lincoln University he was named Poet Laureate in 1983 
and produced the first children’s book on Kwanzaa, with 
his brother, titled The Kwanzaa Kids Learn the Seven Prin-
ciples and the first “how-to” book on Kwanzaa, The Kwanzaa 

Handbook. In 2012, he released his first novel, Living Just A 
Little, a story which chronicled the life of a man impacted by 
the MOVE incident of 1984. Currently, Sims is working on a 
Brotherman-related detective series, The Cold Hard Cases of 
Duke Denim and just completed the script for the sci-fi graph-
ic novel, K.E.I.S.H.A.

But it hasn’t always been easy for the brothers to find a 
home in the world of graphic novels. Sims says that Anyab-
wile was a fan of comic books growing up, but, once he got 
older, and realized there was an enormous lack of black char-
acters in the books he was collecting, Dawud burned his col-
lection. 

But the brothers didn’t abandon the genre. Instead, they 
decided to do something to change it. “When we develop our 
own, African-Americans will not have to feel dependent on 
the mainstream to produce and represent figures that may 
look like us but don’t necessarily reflect our experiences and 
cultural understandings,” explains Sims. “ I have experienced 
the sense of pride young kids have after reading our books.  
It is good to be a part in helping someone in their movement 
toward self-actualization.”

The Sims conceived Brotherman initially as a parody of 
comic books, and decided on the somewhat unconventional 
route of not giving their main character superpowers. “By the 
third issue, we found that we had created a character, which 
people became attached to, and super powers weren’t neces-
sary for the story we wanted to tell,” says Sims. “His success 
[was] achieved by his wit, wisdom, strength, and cooperation 
with his closest friends... The villains that Brotherman en-
counters are also super power-free which make it more inter-
esting to see how they craft and execute their devilish deeds.”

Beyond just the words and drawings in their books, the 
brothers Sims have a message for their community. “There is 
room in the pantheon of comic books for people to tell stories 
that reflect who they are, their culture, and their ideas on what 
constitutes heroism. We hope that people recognized the im-
portance of entrepreneurism. We have produced our books 
independently and have found a level of success that encour-
ages us to continue. This is probably the bigger takeaway.  You 
can’t expect someone else to tell your story; you have to find 
ways to tell them yourself.” —JACQUELINE RUPP
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Comics with a Message

As Black History Month concludes, PW thought it would be inspiring to not just look to the past, but also 
the future. Here, we present three stories of local African-American men who have faced challenges 
and obstacles, but who have come out on top, not only being successful, but doing what they love.

Money Never 
Sleeps; and 
neither does  
Shareef  
Jefferson

Starting a small business isn’t easy; it’s 
a risky endeavor and it doesn’t take 
much to fail. However, despite the 

potential pitfalls, some people do muster up 
the courage to take a chance. Such is the case 
with hometown banker turned entrepreneur 
Shareef E. Jefferson, creator of Drapeworth, 
a line of ties that Jefferson started from the 
ground up.

Jefferson got his start in the fashion in-
dustry very early on, releasing his first line 
at 22. Fashion runs in the family, he says, as 
he learned the inner workings of the busi-
ness from his stepfather. He garnered a de-
cent amount of success, running the busi-
ness part time until he was 27. Although the 
business ultimately failed, Jefferson wasn’t 
discouraged, brushing himself off and pre-
paring for his plan B. It was then he realized 
more experience and field know-how was 
needed before he could start again. “I knew 
I wanted to be in fashion, but I didn’t have 
four years [of college] or the resources to be 
able go to school and work at the same time,” 
he says. “So with the track record I had, I put 
my resume out and landed a job at Brooks 


